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Tom Lehrer (1928–2025)

“One very familiar type of song is the Christmas carol, although it is perhaps a bit out of season at this time.
However, I’m informed by my disc jockey friends — of whom I have none — that in order to get a song popular by Christmas time,

you have to start plugging it well in advance. So here goes. It’s always seemed to me, after all, that Christmas,
with its spirit of giving, o≠ers us all a wonderful opportunity each year to reflect on what we all most sincerely and deeply believe in.

I refer, of course, to money. And yet, none of the Christmas carols that you hear on the radio or in the street even attempts
to capture the true spirit of Christmas, as we celebrate it in the United States, that is to say, the commercial spirit.

So I should like to o≠er the following Christmas carol for next year as being perhaps a bit more appropriate.”

A Christmas Carol
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